The Blaclc Flash

Special Black History Month Issue 1998

Director's Desk
by Tammy Reynolds
reprinted from BHM Calendar

Greetings and welcome to our
special Black History Month issue
of The Black Flash. I extend a
special thank you to all who contributed to this issue.
We look forward to an exciting
month of educating, entertaining,
and stimulating thought here in the
Leona Lusk Officer Black Cultural
Center and Office of Minority
Affairs. Please take a look at the
exciting events planned to honor
and commemorate the history of
blacks. I trust that you will find
our programs to be educational as
well as entertaining and hope you
will take time from your busy
schedules to join us for as many of
these functions as your time will
allow! Our theme for Black History Month ' 98 is "A Time of
Reflection" and was selected from
student suggestions (thanks to all
who submitted a theme) . I wish to
express my sincere appreciation to
a host of people - first, thanks to
Mitzi Hill, the secretary here in
Minority Affairs, who has worked
tirelessly by my side to plan for
Black History Month (and all other
activities). Thanks also to the
General Education Fund Committee for their assistance in cosponsoring some of our programs.
Thanks to the campus offices and
organizations who have coordinated their scheduled events with
me to coincide with our celebration
of Black History Month. Last, but

certainly not least, I thank our
students who are working diligently
to assist Mitzi and me with our
functions and whose participation
is vital to our success. Students,
please know that we are here for
you -- service, education, and
preparation is what we're all about!
I look forward to seeing you as we
celebrate the achievements of
blacks in our "Time of Reflection."

wanted to draw attention to the lack
of progress in the treatment of and
rights provided to blacks in the 100
years that had passed since Lincoln
signed a law to free slaves. King
had many supporters of this dream
of creating a land where all human
beings are treated fairly and compassionately. On that day he gave
a spiritually linked, soulful and
heartfelt message to inspire Americans to create a better America.
Although we have overcome so
much, there is still work to be
done. Let's all do our part to keep
Dr. King's dream alive the whole
year through rather than just during
the 28 days afforded us in February.
Submitted by
Costella Bridgeman
TTU student

YOUR DEFINITION OF
BLACK HISTORY MONTH ...

Black History Month means many
things to different people. Let us
not forget all the trials and tribulations endured by blacks of the past.
We owe so much to our ancestors
who fought to make life better for
us .
I think Martin Luther King Jr.
made significant contributions for
the betterment of our people. It
was a hot August day in 1963 , and
about 250,000 civil rights marchers
assembled at the Lincoln Memorial
to hear Dr. King's deliverance of
the famous "I Have a Dream"
speech. Dr. King wanted freedom
and peace among people. He

Black History Month means to me
a chance to learn about a part of
history that seems to be pushed
aside. It gives me a chance to learn
about the past sufferings and
achievements of blacks. It also
makes me realize how some of us
take things for granted - for example, our educations. Some
students fail to go to class and
thereby fail to do well in school.
Our futures are made more promising by a college education and this
opportunity for a college education
is one of the things our ancestors
fought for. I feel that we should
honor them by learning more about
our history the whole year round.
Submitted by Trina Orr
TTU Student
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Potato chips were first introduced
by a Negro chef named Hiram S.
Thomas. His chips were served at
his famous inn near Saratoga, thus
giving name to his "Saratoga chips."
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A cost-efficient method for producing
carbon filaments for electric lights was
developed by Lewis Latimer. Latimer
worked for Hiram Maxim '.s United States
Electric Lighting Company as a patent
draftsman from 1880 to 1884 before he
began working with the engineering
department of the Edison Electric Light
Company in New York.
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The pencil s harpe ner was invented by J.L. Love.
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Acoupling device for railroad can wa1
invented by Andrew J. Beard of
Alabama. Beard 1old hi! invention for
more than sso,ooo to aNew York
manufacturing firm.

1912
The safety hood, better known today as the gas
mask, was invented by Garrett A. Morgan
(1875-1963). He demonstrated its worth in 1916
by rescuing workers trapped in a smoke-filled
tunnel of the Cleveland, Ohio, waterworks, thereby
giving his safety hood the publicity it needed.
Morgan also brought us other revolutionary
inventions such as the three-way automatic stop
sign (known today as the traffic light).
1951
Curing salts that revolutionized the meatpacking
industry were developed by Lloyd Augusta Hall.
Hall, chief chemist and director of research for
Griffith Laboratories in Chicago, introduced a
process by which bacon could be cured in
several hours rather than by the normal time of
from six to fifteen days. Hall, a graduate of
Northwestern University with a bachelor of
science degree in pharmaceutical chemistry,
received more than 25 other patents for manufacturing and packing food products.

1881
Granville T. Woods, the "Black Edison, "
invented a telephone transmitter that
produced a more distinct and powerful
effect than had been possible at that
time by the type of electrical current
then being used . Woods' transmitter
was able to carry the voice over much
longer distances than the transmitter
then in use, with louder and more
distinct sound .

The golf tee was developed by Dr. George F.
Grant, a Harvard University graduate and prom inent dentist from Boston.
Before Grant's invention,
golfers constructed small
mounds of dirt on which to
place their balls. Grant
never tried to capital ize on
his invention.

1883
Humphrey H. Reynolds received a
patent fo r an improved window
ventilator for railroad cars . His
ventilator was so successful that it was
adopted by all Pullman cars. Since he
received no compensation from the
company, Rey nolds quit hi s job as a
rail road porter and sued. He won
$ 10,000 .

1940
A practical refrigeration system fo r
trucks and railroad cars was invented by
Frederick McKinley Jones ( 1892- 1961 ).
Jones' invent ion was sparked by the large
amount of food spoilage occurring as
perishable food items were transported to
distant markets. His system provided a
means of conditioning air and circulating
this ai r of controlled temperatures
through an enclosed storage place.
Before this invention, cargo carriers had
to re ly on the use of natu ral ice or a brine
solution refrigerated by ice whi ch had to
be re-iced at stations about 300-400 miles
apart. Now, the next t ime you see th at
Purity ice cream truck, think of F.M.
Jones !

1919
T h e convertible
top was in troduced
by James A. J o n es
of J aclwon, Tennessee . "The Jones"
vehicle spring was a
mech anism to raise
and lower a top for
an automobJ e.
Jones was a sl<Jled
mech anic who h ad
worl<ed on the
railroad as a
fireman . His
device was design ed
wh en most au t o mobJes lacl<ed
tops .

Sources: Black Inventors of America, McKinley Burt, Jr.; Black Firsts, Jessie Carney
Smith; The Black Book, Harris/Levitt/Furman/Smith; The Real McCoy, Portia P.
James; 1001 Things Every one Should Know About Af rican-American History.

POETRY ... in our "time of reflection"
The passages on this page, with the exception of one, were submitted as a joint effort of
members of the Yellow Roses, a black female organization at Tennessee Tech.
The following poem was originally a song
that my grandmother wrote. Through this
poem I can see and understand how my
family struggled to make it to today.
Annise Bailey
TTU Student

"PATIENCE! OH MY LORD"
Ever since I was an infant
Things have been so hard for me
It was during the time when I was
born
Things were in such misery.
I suffered in early childhood
For the lack of necessities
I found out real early in life
some of the best things in life are
free.

LOOK ATM£
by Mikia Foreman
TTU student

When you look at me
what do you see?
Just another black girl
or can you see ME?
Don't judge me by the color of my skin,
this shade can't tell you where I've been.
Through broken hearts and shattered
dreams
a song of victory is what I sing.

Always think before doing something
you will regret
because people can forgive but they
never forget
Do your best to stay righteous and true
Life is what you make it and remember whatever you do
it will always come back to you.

SELF DETERMINATION
submitted by Jamese Carothers

Our destiny is largely in our own
hands. If we find, we shall have to
In the face of depravity
seek. If we succeed in the race of life
I'll stand bold
it must be by our own energies, and
reaching my dreams that no man or
our own exertions. Others may clear
thing could ever take hold.
the
road, but we must go forward, or
Patience, patience, oh my Lord
Do you mock me because I succeed
be left behind in the race of life.
It takes a lot to run this race
no need to give in to jealousy or greed
I've been traveling through this
If we remain poor and dependent,
Being oppressed oh no not me
mean ole world
the riches of other men will not avail
there are many problems I've had cause I'm soaring baby and just watch
us. If we are ignorant, the Intellito face
and see.
gence of other men will do but little
Patience, patience oh my Lord
Watch me walk with style and grace
for us. If we are foolish, the wisdom
It's getting harder to keep the pace the malicious smile on your face
of other men will not guide us. If we
1:ve been on this road a long, long I'll erase.
are wasteful of time and money, the
time
t - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - l economy of other men will only make
Keep going by amazing grace.
our destitution the more disgraceful
DESTINATION
and
hurtful.
Now that I've found my Savior
Don't worry bout my troubles no
more
I don't worry about tomorrow
Take each day as it comes and goes
Now that I've found my Jesus
He means so much to me
He gives me all the strength I need
For He can set my burdens free.
So don't worry about tomorrow
Everything is going to be all right
I got my Jesus on my side
My battles He will fight
Don't worry about tomorrow
Because Jesus will make a way
I put my trust in Him completely
And live happy from day to day.

Submitted by Tasha Davis

-- Frederick Douglass
The true meaning of life is what God
has planned
No matter what you might think is
going to be at hand
Life is a mystery of things that are
unknown
But open your eyes and your heart and
your purpose will be shown
In this unruly world people seem to
forget that
the purpose of Iife is a test of strength ,
courage,
and love, and everything else life is
made of

Dreams
Submitted by Jamese Carothers

Hold fast to dreams
for if dreams die
life is a broken-winged bird
that cannot fly.
Hold fast to dreams
for when dreams go
Life is a barren field
Frozen with snow.
-- Anonymous

•Ribbon Day. Students and the staff of the
Office of Minority Affairs will distribute
ribbon pins (ground floor of the UC) to be
worn in honor of Black History Month.
The ribbon colors are black, red and green black for the people of African-American
descent, red for the blood that has been
shed, and green for the hope and the color
of the motherland. The gold on the pin
symbolizes the love and insight of God and
the wealth that was taken from Black
people.
• Soul Food Dinner. An informal evening of
fun and unity for all as we enjoy the traditional
sit-down dinner! Admission: $5, and tickets
must be purchased in advance in the Office of
Minority Affairs before February 10.
•FUSION. A multicultural merging of music,
dance, and history about the formation of the
African-American culture. Created by Agile,
choreographer and dancer/vocalist with the
Grammy Award-winning group Arrested
Development, this production takes you on a
musical journey from the African drum to
today's hip hop cultures. Admission: $3
general; free for children 12 and under; free
for Tech students with student ID.
•Jazz Happens. Tech's Jazz Ensemble, led
by Chris McCormick, will perform in the
lobby of the University Center. Frank
Rozasy, digital artist, will display jazz
subjects in digital media. Panel Discussion
and Q and A session with Chris McCormick
and Frank Rozasy will take place in Art
Gallery. Free Admission.
•Voice of the Poet. A dynamic program of
poetry written and performed by poet B.F.
Maiz, celebrating birth, death, love, and the
human struggle. "Maiz is a poet who is
devoted to the human spirit which he defines as
that divine 'entity' within each of us that
hungers for laughter and joy, and yet, is
strengthened and made whole by tragedy,
travail and struggle. Were it not for Art and
Religion, that apparent dichotomy would tear
us asunder. The poetry of B .F. Maiz attempts
to deal with that contradiction." He "invites
those who like poetry to come to love it and
those who love poetry to come to honor it."
The program includes a Q and A period, and
refreshments will be served. Free Admission.
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Ribbon Day

Ribbon Day

8

"Jazz Happens"

9

Tech's Jazz Ensemble
& Frank Rozasy
Digital Art Display
UC Lobby, 5:30 p.m.
Sponsors: GEFCI
Univ. Art Committee

15
Gospel Extravaganza
4 p.m., Derryberry Aud
Sponsors: Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity/
Trinity Baptist Church

Wedi

16

1C

11 a.m., Rozasy
ReceJ2!i.01.1....UC Art Gallery
Slide/Tape Presentation by
Frank Rozasy, Digital
Artist, Pennebaker Hall
Rm. 128, 7 p.m.
Sponsors: GEFC/ Univ. Art

r.
Movie: GET ON

THE BUS
4p.m.,DH

17

Movie: GET ON
S.£2n!!2red bLUPC_
THE BUS
Gershwin
by Request
4 p.m. & 7 p.m., DH
8
p.m.,
Wattenbarger
Sponsor: UPC
Auditorium Sponsors:
GEFC & Music/Art Dept.

22

23

24

Movie: ROSEWOOD
4 p.m. & 7 p.m., DH
Sponsored by UPC

Movie: ROSEWOOD

4 p.m., DH
Sponsored by UPC_

Reflections of History
7:30 p.m., DH
Auditorium Sponsor:
Yellow Roses

•Rozasy Reception and Presentation. At
11 a.m., a reception will be held in honor of
Frank Rozasy at 11 a.m. in the Joan
Derryberry Art Gallery. At 7 p.m., Frank
Rozasy will give a slide/tape presentation
featuring jazz subjects in digital media. Free
Admission.
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-----Soul Food Dinner
6 p.m., MP Room,
$5.00 Sponsor:
Minority Affairs
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FUSION: A

Multicultural
Performing Arts
Celebration
7 p.m., MP Room
Sponsors: GEFC &
Minority Affairs
Workshop:

7

•Gospel Extravaganza. Choirs come
together from various areas to perform in this
annual celebration of Gospel music. Anyone
can participate and should contact Keith
Madison at 520-7588 for additional information. Free Admission.

13

"Inclusion" by B.F.
Maiz, BCC, 1 p.m.

1~

------

"Voice of the Poet"
featuring B.F. Maiz
MP Room, 7 p.m. Sponsors:
GEFC & Minority Affairs

19

26
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27

One Race, One People,
One Peace: A play

celebrating diversity!
7 p.m., Wattenbarger
Auditorium
Sponsors: GEFC &
Minority Affairs

•Workshop: "Inclusion." Workshop
conducted by B.F. Maiz about personal
philosophy. This workshop will enhance our
ways of knowing and our ways of being as
we approach the new millennium. This
workshop is open to the entire University
Community. Please call Minority Affairs at
931-3 72-3 3 92 to register. Free Admission.
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28

•Movie: Get on the Bus. A Spike Lee
movie about 18 men who board a bus on a
journey to the Million Man March. Their
journey becomes one onto the common
ground of friendship and hope. Rated R.
Free Admission.
• Gershwin by Request. A recital from
Gershwin's piano and song repertoire by
Leon Bates, Sebronette Barnes and Benjamin
Matthews who have energized international
audiences. Free Admission.
•Movie: Rosewood. An unforgettable film
based on a true story starring Jon Voight,
Esther Rolle, and Ying Rhames. Rated R.
Free Admission.
•Reflections of History. This celebration of
Black History through the arts explores the
development of Black America through vocal
and instrumental performances, poetry,
dramatic readings and dance. Presented by
the female student group Yellow Roses.

•One Race, One People, One Peace. This play celebrates the tie that
binds us together and helps us to discover how our
differences can unite us and help us grow. A 1997 choreopoem by J .H.
Chapman presented by American Program Bureau & Living the Dream,
Inc. Admission: $3 general; free for children 12 and under; free for Tech
students with student ID.

The Importance of Self Discipline
submitted by Wayne Sadler, TTU Staff Member
Gandhi
For a long time I did not understand or believe in the power of hunger strikes as a means to accomplish change. It
seemed to me a childish act very much akin to pouting. Enduring discomfort and pain with the belief that it would
change someone else didn't quite make sense.

But as a child of twelve years old, I went on the first (and hopefully my last) hunger strike. I don't remember exactly
what was the perceived, dreadful injustice I was experiencing, but I vowed not to eat. My strike lasted for about a week
with the help of the discovery of a bag of peanut butter cookies in my brother's room. My hunger strike changed
nothing except me. I discovered what incredible will power and discipline it takes to deny the self something so crucial
as food and that I never want to eat another peanut butter cookie in my life.

It was therefore of great amazement to me to learn of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi's successful work for Indian
independence from British rule using such non-violent methods of protests as hunger strikes and promoting civil disobedience. This non-violent method of protest was termed "Satyagraha." Satyagraha has been interpreted as meaning
insistence and adherence to truth, in a non-violent manner. A major tenet of Satyagraha is that fighting injustice in this
way first requires one to love one's fellow beings - love precludes violence.
I could not fathom Gandhi believing that starving himself would cause the British to acquiesce to his demands or stop
sectarian violence in his country. In January 1948 Gandhi began one of his fasts to protest against sectarian violence.
This fast was broken on 18 th January after religious leaders gave him assurances that the violence would cease. Why did
the fast succeed? I have come to understand just how powerful such a display of compassion and self sacrifice for the
suffering of others can be. It can be a constructive attack on injustice without attacking the perpetrators - opposing an
unfair act but not the person . Gandhi thought the real power of Satyagraha was in the fact that it could be practiced by
anyone who truly wished to make a difference. A single person could fast in protest, go on strike and boycott a store.
Enduring British armament, the slave master 's whip, the bone crushing force of water from fire hoses, or the fangs of
police dogs without resorting to violence requires incredible discipline, self-control and courage.
People have different memories and views of Gandhi. Some see him as a Hindu fanatic, some see him as an eccentric
and some revere him to the point of calling him "the Mahatma" the "Great Soul. " The twelve year old in me with
memories of starvation and peanut butter cookies marvels at the self-discipline.

Taylor
In her early years in Tennessee, my great aunt, Eva Taylor, realized that her home town offered little opportunity for
someone with charcoal black skin and kinky hair like hers and few of her ambitions could be realized in the South at
that time. So without much money, prospects for a job or the support of family she moved Northward to Boston. One
day many years later while attempting to impart an important lesson to me, she related the difficulties of that period in
her life and how being alone in a strange place required her to have the utmost discipline to survive. She said something I will never forget. She said she learned to be so disciplined that she would not even have a glass of water without
first asking herself for permission.
Nkrumah
Not unlike other continents and nations Africa's greatest heroes have been intellectuals and statesmen as well as warriors
and pioneers. African heroes have included men like Dr. Kwame Nkrumah who articulated and attempted to orchestrate
attainment of man's and a nation's highest ideals of freedom , justice and peace among people of the world .

Nkrumah , who served as President of Ghana from 1960 to 1966, left this world a body of writings that represent the
epitome of eloquent discourse, diplomacy and reason in the face of despotic oppression and national danger. The
ability to calmly and without vehemence appeal to reason while suffering imperialist domination and inspired conflict , and the degradation of colonialism marks Nkrumah as one of the most self-disciplined freedom fighters of
history.
Nkrumah came into history at a point in time when so much of Africa and its people had been destroyed by colonial
rule and imperialistic exploitation. Documents show that in 1778 alone over 104,000 slaves were exported from
Africa .
In the nineteenth century King Leopold II of Belgium wrote, "Since history teaches that colonies are useful .. . let us
strive to get one in our turn . . ... let us see ... where are to be found peoples to civilise . .. assuring ourselves new
revenues, ... our army a little activity, and to Belgium as a whole the opportunity to prove to the world that it also is
an imperial people capable of dominating and enlightening others."
King Leopold's savage rule in the Congo was one of the cruelest and inhumane in history. Professor Ritchie Calder
in his book The Agony of the Congo has estimated that in the twenty-three years of Leopold's rule five to eight
million Congolese were killed by his security forces.
It was in this context and legacy of colonialism that arose the fervent cry for African independence best articulated
and orchestrated by Nkrumah. In his book Kwame Nkrumah and the Future of Africa, John Phillips described
Nkrumah as being an astute politician with "the sleight of manner, tactics and strategy so typical in leading Africans
when anxious to avoid awkward situations or to play for time. Like the . .. African soldier chiefs of history, the
Prime Minister has an art for the tactics of delay and deflection, and for long-range and far-sweeping strategy intended to bring the foe to the action at the time most opportune to himself but least so for his opponent."
Phillips also wrote, " . .. his influence has been .. . _constructive because pro-African, and on the side of the angels
because of its insistence on positive but non-violent action even under severe provocation ." Dr. Kwame Nkrumah
was a man of incredible discipline.
King
In an article that ran in The Seattle Times April 4, 1993 , Julian Bond noted that we honor King because of his image
as the strong, self-disciplined man who faced injury and death before mobs ; and because of his courage, his dedication to nonviolence and his ability to articulate the longings for freedom from domestic apartheid.
Bond makes the point that such strong, disciplined and courageous leaders and heroes are necessary but that our
memory of them and their era is often myopic and we sometimes forget some of the greater truths surrounding their
life and times . Bond notes that few had heard of King when Rosa Parks refused to surrender her bus seat in 1955 .
Bond remembers that there were thousands who marched with King and thousands more who did the work that
preceded the march from Selma to Montgomery. Bond wrote that King " ... did not speak to an empty field at the
march on Washington."
The civil rights movement, as in the past, must be a movement of many. Many disciplined, courageous Black
Americans and white Americans are responsible for progress. Thousands of courageous and disciplined souls have
marched and thousands have suffered.
Written on a plaque in the hotel room in which King was killed are the words : "Behold here comes the dreamer. Let
us slay him, and we shall see what becomes of his dream ."
The words challenge us to demand of ourselves courage, love of humanity in spite of the deeds of others and (to the
fasting twelve year old in me) discipline.

Dr. George Washing Carver (1864-1943)
A Black Achiever
Think of the world today without peanuts. Thanks to a black man named George Washington Carver we have them and more than
300 products that can be made with them. Carver, an agronomist, scientist, and educator, began growing peanuts in 1896. In his time he
was a leader of his race . Anything a Negro did - good or bad - was important to him. He improved many things such as the growth of
cotton and the development of 118 uses for the sweet potato. He traveled to impoverished farms and taught poor farmers the practice of
agricultural techniques to increase their crop yield and add nutrients to their farmland. This made it possible for cotton farmers to get
more large bolls of cotton off a single cotton bush. Carver showed people how to make sweet potato starch, coffee, and syrup; but he is
most famous for the peanut.
For his significant contributions to the enhancement of agriculture, Carver became the first black scientist memorialized by a federal
monument in the United States. In 1953, the United States Congress authorized the establishment of the George Washington Carver
National Monument. It was erected on his birth site in Diamond, Missouri , and dedicated July 17, 1960. Born a slave, Carver also
became the first black graduate of Iowa State College in 1894, and in 1896 became a faculty member at Tuskegee.

Basketball in February ...
2

Eaglettes @ UT Martin, 7 p.m .

5

SEMO@ Eagles, 7 p.m .

7

Eastern Illinois @ Eagles & Eaglettes
5:45 p.m., 8:00 p .m.

9

SEMO@ Eaglettes, 7 p.m.

12

Eagles@ TSU, 7:30 p.m .

14

Eagles & Eag lettes@ APSU
5:45 p.m. , 7:30 p.m .

16

Eaglettes@ TSU, 7 p.m.

19

Morehead State @ Eag les & Eaglettes
5:45 p.m., 8:00 p.m.

21

We want to hear from you!

Our goal is to have stories/articles by our alumni,
faculty , students and staff. Send all articles or
inquiries to Minority Affairs, Attn: Black Flash,
Box 5145, Cookeville, TN 38505.
e-mail: TReynolds@tntech.edu
Special THANKS to the COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF
·
BLA~ KS at Tennessee Tech for funding this Black History
.✓-- ..--.··.·.,.... ,.,. ,'
Month issue of The Black Flash.
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Eagles & Eaglettes @ OYC Tourney

27

OVC Tourney Semifinals

$100,000 Donated for
African-American Scholarships
Leonard and Louise Riggio have donated $100,000
exclusively for African-American student scholarships.
Leonard Riggio is the CEO of Barnes and Noble Corporation . This donation will fund four $25,000 scholarships,
covering the cost of maintenance fees, room and board,
meals, technology access fees, books and more! They are
awarded based upon academic credentials; however,
financial need may be considered. The scholarships are
renewable for four years if the student maintains a minimum GPA of3.0. Two scholarships will be awarded this
year; one will be awarded in 1999; and the final one in the
year 2000. The deadline for this year's award is February
15, 1998!! ContactAdmissionsat931 /372-3888for
additional information .
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Eastern Kentucky @ Eagles & Eaglettes
5:45 p.m., 8:00 p.m.
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R U STILL DOWN?
2Pac
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Mariah Carey
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