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DIRECTOR'S DESK
By TONIA DUNCAN-RIVERS

I regret that this special
edition was not distributed
during Black History Month.
Truthfully, I was busy with
Black History Month
activities and I did not make
my deadline. This issue is
filled with lots of information
to enlighten you further on
black history and the
achievements of African
Americans.
Thanks to all of you who
wore your pin faithfully
throughout the month of
February. I am sure many of
you who did not wear one of
the pins wondered why it had
so many colors. The pin was
made of black, red, and green:
black symbolizes people of
African descent, red for the
blood that has been shed,
green for the land in Africa,
and the gold on the pin
symbolizes the love and
insight of God andthe wealth
that was stolen from the
African people.
I also want to give special
thanks to Tatia Hobbs in the
Personnel Office. She helped
me out tremendously with the

activities in February. It is
very difficult being a one
person staff. And thanks to
all of you for supporting the
month's activities.

BLACK HISTORY BRIEF

The Life of Ellen Craft
By SHELICE MARTIN
Ellen Craft was noted as a
"master of disguise." Because
of her nearly white
compiexion she was abie to
pass as White, and with the
help of her husband,
ingeniously escaped from
slavery. She escaped as a
respectable White gentleman
and he as "his" slave. Ellen
was born in Clinton, Georgia,
the daughter of her White
master and she was often
mistaken for a member of the
family. This annoyed the
mistress of the house so she
gave Ellen to the owner's
daughter as a "wedding
present." Although Ellen was
a favorite slave and the
conditions of her slavery mild,
the experience of being taken
from her mother was
traumatic. This horror
remained with her when she
met and married William

Craft.
In December, 1848,
Willliam Craft proposed to
his wife a most ingenious but
dangerous idea. Since
slaveholders had the privilege
of taking their slaves to any
part of the country, and since
Ellen could "pass" as White, if
she were to disguise herself as
a plantation gentleman, she
could assume the role of
master and William could be
her slave. William, a skilled
cabinetmaker, had been
allowed to earn money and
therefore had enough for their
escape. Each had secured
Christmas holiday passes,
which made it possible for
them to start their journey
without arousing suspicion.
Since she was going to
spend a great deal of time in
the company of men, Ellen
suggested that William get a
pair of green spectacles to
disguise her eyes. She put her
arm in a sling, making it
impossible for her to be
expected to sign hotel
registers. She decided that
appearing as an invalid would
justify her total dependency
upon her faithful "servant." A
heavy piece of cloth tied
around her face would make

it appear understandable for
her not to engage in
conversation, and to speak
(when absolutely necessary)
in a soft tone. After dressing
the next morning, William
observed that his wife made a
respectable looking
gentleman. He cut her hair
and they knelt in prayer.
Upon arriving at the train
station, Ellen Craft, alias
William Johson, slaveowner,
bought a ticket to Savannah
for herself and her supposed
slave. Although the couple's
trip North was beset with
many difficulties, they were
relieved when they reached
Baltimore and that the first
leg of their journey was
completed.
In Baltimore, the last slave
city on their route, the Crafts
had a serious scare when Mr.
Johnson (Ellen) was asked by
the ticket agent to provide
proof of ownership for his
slave. After fearful, but
surprisingly firm protest from
Ellen, the ticket agent,
noticing that the passengers
sympathized with the invalid
Mr. Johnson, sent his clerk to
tell the conductor to "let this
gentleman and his slave pass."
They hobbled aboard the
train bound for Philadelphia
and arrived safely, becoming
known all over the North for
their bold escape.
The Crafts lived in Boston
for two happy years before
slave hunters tracked them

down in 1850. The Crafts
fled to Nova Scotia and then
to England, where they
received the help of English
abolitionists. In 1880, the
story of their early life and
escape was published in
London. In England, they
learned to read and write at a
trade school founded by Lady
Noel Byron, the widow of the
noted English poet. The
Crafts eventually moved into
substantial prominence and
gained financial success
through their efforts, and
later through the successes of
their five children. In 1868,
William Craft sailed back to
America with his family.
They bought a plantation in
his homeland and conducted ' ·
an industrial school for
Blacks: Ellen died in-1897
and William in 1900.

Arthur G. Gaston
By DAMIEN PARKS
When you think back to
the early 1900's you probably
would not think that there
were many successful Black
businessmen in Alabama. On
the contrary. Arthur George
Gaston was a millionaire.
Gaston was born on July 4,
1893, in the racially separated
Demopolis, Alabama. Never
going beyond a 10th grade
education, Gaston founded
the Booker T Washington
Insurance Company in
Birmingham in 1923 with

$500. He began selling
policies to steel workers. His
business empire matured into
two radio station; two
cemeter; the Citizen's Federal
Savings, the largest Black
owned business in downtown
Birmingham; and other
businesses. Gaston amassed a
fortune once estimated
between $30 and $40 million.
In his quest for equality for
all, Gaston once posted bail
for Rev. Martin Luther IGng,
Jr., following IGng's arrest for
marching without a permit.
He reflected on his 100th
birthday, "It's a great life I
have lived as I look back over
my life now. I don't know too
many'things that I wouldn't
have done. And I've done
everything." Gaston was
name·d the Black Enterprise
Entrepreneur of the century
in 1992. He died February 5,
1996.

COMMENTARY

What If
By WILLIAM PAGE
Have you ever contemplated the question "what if?"
I have and I am certain you
have at some time. The
topics of this so very
pondered question vary from
trivial to quite serious. When
used in context of
retrospection, "what if" can
be used to atone decisions
made in the past. In my

philosophy class, we were
asked the question, "what is
the significance of M.L. King
Day?" The only reasonable
answer I could come up with
was that January 15 is a
reminder of where we have
been and the direction of
where we need to go. But I
did not stop thinking about
that question when the class
was over. It irritated me that
I celebrated M.L.K. Day and
had no functional explanation
I could apply to the
significance of the birthday of
such a great man. Then it hit
me. The question man has
asked since Adam and Eve, I
used to find my much needed
explanation. What if.
It is a scary thought, but
one you must conteiripfate: ·
what if things were different?
What do I mean by things?
Well, I will tell you. What if
the Civil Rights struggle of
the 60's had not succeeded
and separate but equal was
still the basic premise from
which this society functioned.
What if great leaders like
Booker T. Washington and
M.L.K. looked at society and
said "who me? There is
nothing I can do." What if
the 14th amendment was
never passed. What if the
Black race was still enslaved?
What if. I ask myself these
questions and then my
explanation was not so hard
to find. M.L.K. Day is
supposed to make you ask
yourself "what if. 11 Not just

M.L.K. Day, but all of
February (Black History
Month) should make you
thank God for how far he has
let us come and how far he
will let us go. Remember things
could have been different.

A+ B Doesn't Equal C
By PHAEDRA HARDEN
It seems that I am never
able to give credit where
credit is due. It is, of course,
because I am human,
therefore utterly imperfect,
and inevitably prone to my
own biases. I like it that way,
usually. Yet, I am willing to
make humility my New Year's
resolution (I'll break it in
three months, but it's the
thought· that counts).- So ·r
am going to start right now,
in this article.

Parade of Brotherhood, a
religious order that won the
admiration of all Spaniards
from the peasants to the
IGng. Now I am not one to
knock an organization's
beliefs, or even dress code,
yet, it says a lot about things
not being what they seem
when a group expressly
devoted to hating a particular
race of people borrows their
wardrobe, then their principle
religious beliefs. My mind
just draw a blank. Hate
someone, take their stuff.
This is definitely a case of
"A+B not equaling C. 11

DID YOU KNOW ...
, BLACK HISTORY FACTS
By MIKIA FOREtAAN

Things are not always what
they appear. That is what I
have been told by the more
knowledgable and experienced
of our society. Ehh, they are
right. Life's just one big
oxymoron. "A plus B equals
C" in science, but never in
life.

I. When M.L.K., Jr., was
born, his father wanted to
name him Martin after him.
However, his mother called
him Mike, so the name
Michael was entered on the
birth certificate. Five years
later when M.L.K., Jr., joined
the church (Ebenezer
Baptist), his father changed
his name to Martin.

Ever get worried when you
see hooded men in white?
Some may not, I do. The odd
thing is that the Ku IGux
!Gan's wardrobe is distinctly
similar to that of the Blacks
of Seville, Spain, dating as far
back as 1460 A.D. It seems
that they were worn in a

2. As a youth M.L.K., Jr.,
tried to commit suicide twice
by jumping out of a window
12 ft. above the ground. His
first attempt was caused by an
intense feeling of guilt when
he and his brother A.D.
accidently knocked their
grandmother out cold.

M.L.K., Jr., thought she was
dead. His second attempt
was sparked by an
overwhelming feeling of grief
and guilt from the death of
his grandmother.
3. Because of the small
number of Black college
students, Morehouse started
admitting exceptional high
school juniors to fill its
depleted ranks. M.L.K., Jr.,
passed their entrance exam at
age 15 and enrolled in the fall
of 1944.
4. J. Herman Banning, the
first Black aviator to be
licensed by the U.S.
Department of Commerce,
died on Feb. 5, 1933, in an
airplane crash (he was not the
pilot) in San Diego,
California. On September l 9,
1932, Banning and his
mechanic, Thomas Allen,
became the first Blacks to fly
across the United States. This
journey from Los Angeles to
New York took 22 hours.
The flight was completed
October 9, 1932. They had
only $25 to finance the
journey, but many people
contributed funds to help,
including supporters of
Franklin D. Roosevelt's
presidency.
5. In February 1926, Negro
History Week was started by
Dr. Carter G. Woodson, a
Harvard Ph.D.
6. The first Pan African
Congress, organized by Dr.

William Edward Burghardt
(WE.B.) DuBois, was held in
Paris, France, on Feb. 19,
191 9. The meeting was
attended by people of African
descent from all over the
world. It focused on the
problems facing Africans
worldwide.

the gas mask. Many police
departments and fire
departments throughout the
U.S. became equipped with
Morgan's mask. In 1916 his
gas mask made it possible for
the rescue of more than 20
workers trapped in a smokefilled water tunnel in
Cleveland.

6. Frances Ellen Watkins
Harper, a poet and
abolitionist, wrote one of the
first published short stories by
a Black author. Some of her
best poems include Eliza
Harris, The Slave Mother, and
Bible Defense of Slavery. She
lectured for the Anti-Slavery
society of Maine and
composed a hymn, Freedom's
Battle, prote·sting the Supreme
Court's Dred Scott Decision
( 1857) which supported
slavery.

10. On August 24, 1950,
Edith Sampson, noted
Chicago lawyer and judge,
was appointed an alternate
delegate to the United
Nations by President Harry S.
Truman. She became one of
the first Black U.N. delegates
in U.S. history. Judge
Sampson first made history as
the only woman of any ethnic
background to graduate from
Loyola Univ(:rsity in- Chicago
with a master of law degree.

7. Theodore "Tiger" Flowers
became the first Black
middleweight boxing
champion of the world on
Feb. 26, 1926. He defeated
Harry Greb in 15 rounds in
New York.

11. Dr. Daniel Hale Williams
was the first doctor to
perform open heart surgery in
1893. He also helped to
establish Provident Hospital,
the country's first interracial
hospital in Chicago.

8. Joseph L. Searles III,
former director of local
business development for
New York, became the first
Black man to become a
member of the New York
Stock Exchange on Feb. 13,
1970.

12. Lewis Temple, inventor
and metalsmith, invented the
"Temple-Toggle," which
revolutionized the whaling
industry of the 19th century.
This weapon prevents a
harpooned whale from
slipping off the hook.

9. Garrett A . Morgan
invented the traffic light in
1923. In 1912 he developed

GREAT AFRICAN
AMERICAN LEADERS
Past, Present, and Future
By DEE PRINCE
Crispus Attucks was an
African-American seaman and
most likely a runaway slave
who lost his life in the
struggle for American
independence from British
rule.
On March 5, 1970, he led a
small group of men against
British forces in Boston.
During this time there were
so many conflicts between the
troops and mobs of people on
the street that the atmosphere
was all but peaceful. It is not
known if Attucks and his
f

1

. n1
V~J;

ouve-s
·••e.-"" ...l.ll
i.e· ..·\,..:~:t..a::1-.J
,..~ ... ,-.lv~+
vi J: . "
VV
i::>L
J.\.,

•~.I.VJ.

the Bristish opening fire, but
he was the first to die and his
band of men were next. This
scene, known as the Boston
Massacre, influenced
Americans to the extent that
they believed the British
wanted to continue control
over the colonies.

African-American leader and
innovator. He was born in
Harlem and he roamed the
streets of the South Bronx.
He put his street life to a halt
and his motivation shot him
to the top of the U.S.
military. His hard work paid
off as he received such
military honors as five combat
medals, two of which were the
Bronze Star and Purple
Heart. Powell's two
Presidential Medals of
Freedom, appointment as
chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, and Chief of Staff to
Desert Storm assured him a
positive influence in the
public eye. Colin Powell's
dedication to helping America
and its people, as well as
·
other countries, make him the
man of the hour for .AJrican
Americans and society. ·

4. R.L. 's Dream by Walter
Mosely (WW Norton and
Co., $22)

5. The Good Negress by
A.J. Verdelle (Algonquin
Books of Chapel Hill, $19.95)

Nonfiction
1. My American Journey by
Colin Powell with Joseph E.
Persico (Random House,
$25.95)

2. Value in the Valley: A
Black Woman's Guide
Through Life's Dilemmas
by Simon & Shuster, $22)
3. Live From Death Row by
Mumia Abu-Jamal (AddisonWesley, $20)

Future ...
The leader of the future
could be you.

BESTSELLERS
Although Crispus Attucks
sacrificed his life, he represented African-Americans and
the people of the colonies
with great courage. A
monument stands in his
honor in Boston.

Neely (St. Martin's Press,
$19.95)

Hardcover Fiction
1. Devil's Gonna Get Him
by Valerie Wilson Wesley
(G.P. Putnam's Sons,$19.95)

Present ...

2. The Wedding by Dorothy
West (Doubleday, $20)

Colin Powell, 5 8, is the
closest person to a true

3. Blanche Among The
Talented Tenth by Barbara

4. Pryor Convictions and
Other Life Sentences by
Richard Pryor with Todd
Gold (Pantheon, $23)
5. Girlfriend to Girlfriend:
Everyday Wisdom and
Affirmations From the
Sister Circle by Julia A. Boyd
(Dutton, $15.95)
Paperback Fiction
1. Sisters and Lovers by
Connie Briscoe (Harper
Collins, $5.95)

2. Just As I Am by E.

Harris (Anchor Books,
$10.95)
3. When Death Comes
Stealing by Valerie Wilson
Wesley (G.P. Putnam's Sons,
$5.99)
4. Coffee Will Make You
Black by April Sinclair (Avon,
$10)
5. Brothers and Sisters by
Bebe Moore Campbell
(Berkley, $6.99)
Nonfiction
1. Makes Me Wanna
Holler: A Young Black Man
in America by Nathan
McCall (Random House,
$12)
2. Acts of Faith: Daily
Meditations for People of
Color by Iyanla Vanzant
(Fireside/Simon & Shuster,
$9)
3. Body and Soul: The
Black Women's Guide to
Physical Health and
Emotional Well-Being
edited by Linda Villarosa
(Harper Perennial, $20)
4. When We Were Colored
by Clifton L. Toulbert
(Penguin, $8.95)
Source: Blackboard: African-American Bestsellers, Inc.
Essence Magazine, February

FACULTY FOOTNOTE
Strive for Excellence
By DR. WALI KHARIF
As we gear up for another

year, I extend best wishes to
you. Best wishes that you
will dedicate yourselves to the
pursuit of personal excellence
in everything you do.
Understand that excellence is
not gauged by how well you
compete with others; best we
can not compete with others
at their best, and vice versa.
When you gauge excellence
by another's standards you
condemn yourself to
potentially never measuring
up. That is why I encourage
that you establish yourself as
the standard by which you
judge your progress. The true
measure of growth is
comparing who you are now
with who you were before.
Growth requires overcoming
obstacles and each encounter
will make you stronger. Dr.
IGng, Malcolm X, and the
great black ancestors would
encourage you to pursue
personal growth and
excellence before sending you
out to conquer the world.
PERSONAL EXCELLENCE
transcends the competiveness
we engage in with others and
requires that an individual
first get to know herself or
himself. When we compete
to improve ourselves, the
challenge is personal, and
when we look deep down in
our hearts we can not fool

ourselves. Remember,
excellence is not about pulling
the wool over other's eyes. It
is about reaching a point in
development when a vision is
transformed into a plan with
achievable goals.
I also challenge you. In a
world in which the masses
look for quick fixes and blame
their shortcomings upon
everyone but themselves,
accept responsibility, be
forthright, honest to others
and yourself, and noncondescending. Develop a
positive mental attitude and
maintain discipline. Even
when your best falls short
remember that there is no
disgrace in failure- the only
disgrace is to fail the last time
you try.
Finally, subretit yourself to ·
service. As you augment your
educational training through
more and more study, you
should become more humble.
While you are learning how
to make a living, take time to
learn how to live with others.

JET TOP 5 SINGLES
1. Exhale (Shoop Shoop)
Whitney Houston

2. One Sweet Day
Marieh Carey & Boyz II
Men
3. Soon As I Get Home
Faith Evans
4. Cell Therapy
Goodie Mob

5. Let's Play House
The Dogg Pound
Featuring Michel'le

JE1' TOP 5 ALBUMS
1. Waiting To Exhale

Soundtrack
Various Artists
2. Mr. Smith
LL Cool J
3. R. Kelly
R. Kelly
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4. For Lovers Only
Temptations
5. Off The Hook
Xscape
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