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The Black Flash is back with a few minor
changes. This year three issues will be published, one each semester plus a special edition for Black History Month. New readers, I
encourage you to read this issue from front to
back. You will gain knowledge about African-American culture and become more
informed about the achievements of African
Americans.
The Black Cultural Center will kick off the
New Year with the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Oratorical Contest on Thursday, January 16.
Interested students can pick up an entry form
in the Black Cultural Center, Monday, November 25, through Friday, January 10. Also,
please keep watch on upcoming Black History Month activities.
I ask that you also remember the BCC's Book
Club. We will meet once a month to discuss
a book written by an African-American author. Makes Me Wanna Holler by Nathan
McCall was discussed Tuesday, November
26, at 11 :00 a.m. in the Black Cultural Center. Check your E-mail or watch for signs
posted in the UC about January's selection.

"Don't let anything stop you. There will be
times when you'll be disappointed but you
can't stop. Make yourself the best you can
make out of what you are. The very best".
(Polak, 1981)
These are the words of inspiration to all young
black men and women from the first black
woman awarded a PhD in economics. Mrs.
Alexander is also the first to be admitted to the
bar and to practice law in the state of Pennsylvania. She is also a founder of the National
Bar Association, which was a professional
association for African-American lawyers.
Mrs. Alexander was born in Philadelphia on
January 2, 1898. Her family was well known
in the community. Her father was the first
African-American to receive a law degree from
the University of Pennsylvania. Alexander's
grandfather was a well-known author and a
bishop for the African Methodist Episcopal
Church. Her grandfather was also the editor
of the first African American scholarly journal,
The African Methodist Episcopal Review.
Mrs. Alexander's uncle, Henry Ossawa Tanner, was a famous painter.
Both Alexander and her husband, Raymond

Good luck on final exams and have a safe
holiday.

Pace Alexander, participated in the struggle
for civil rights. They drafted the Pennsylvania
State Public Accommodations Law, which
prohibited discrimination in public places.

The Alexanders also pressed for the integration of the U.S. Armed Forces.
Mrs. Alexander served on the Commission to
Study the Civil Rights of All Races and Faiths,
the JFK Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights,
and chaired Jimmy Carter's White House
Conference on Aging in 1979 and 1980. She
was the first national president of the Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority and served as secretary
of the National Urban League for 25 years.
Mrs. Alexander also received honorary degrees
from various institutions of higher education
and was given the Distinguished Service
Award. In 1987, the Philadelphia Bar Association named its Public Service Center in her
honor.
Sadie Tanner Mossell Alexander practiced law
until she was 85 years old. She died November 6, 1989, from Alzheimer's disease,
Parkinson's disease, and pneumonia.

"The Real McCoy"
By Larissa James
This phrase is attributed to the African•American inventor, Elijah McCoy. He invented the
automatic engine lubricator which was used to
oil train and ship engines. McCoy's contributions began with his first invention, the "lubricating cup," which was patented in 1872. The
lubricating cup caused other inventors to try
duplicating or perfecting McCoy's invention.
Unfortunately for them, the inventors failed
continuously and customers would ask, "Is this
the Real McCoy?"
Elijah McCoy has been credited for inventing
the ironing board, the lawn sprinkler, and a
graphite lubricator, patented in 1915, which
eliminated the problems of oiling a superheater
engine that used large amounts of steam to

operate. McCoy acquired 57 other patents for
devices that streamlined the automatic lubrication process of machinery.
Elijah McCoy was born in Canada in 1844.
He received his education in Scotland as an
apprentice in mechanical engineering. He
returned to the U.S . after receiving his certification. No one would hire McCoy despite his
credentials and recommendations. So,
McCoy was hired as a fireman. One of his
duties was to oil the parts of the fire trucks'
engines. This duty inspired McCoy's ideas
for lubricating mechanisms. He is also
known as "the father of lubrication." McCoy
is one of the genuises whose inventions contributed to the success of the 19th-century
industrial revolution.

Violette Anderson
By Mikia Foreman
Women such as Violette Anderson blazed the
trail and opened doors for other AfricanAmerican women who went on to achieve
their goals in life despite the color of their
skin or gender.
Violette Anderson was born July 16, 1882, to
Richard and Marie Neatley in London,
England. When she was still a child, the
family moved to Chicago, Illinois.
While working as a court reporter from 1905
to 1920, Anderson gained an interest in law.
Between 1917 and 1920 she attended the
Chicago Law School. In 1920 she received
her LL.B and began a private practice. This
achievement etched her name in history as the
first African-American woman to practice
law in the United States District Court Eastern Division. She also was the first female
city prosecutor in Chicago.
Five years later, Anderson was accepted to the
United States Supreme Court. Her admittance made her the first African-American
woman to gain this position.

African Proverbs
To try and to fail is not laziness.
Quarrels end, but words once spoken never
die.
The opportunity that God sends does not
wake up him who is asleep.
The truth is like gold: keep it locked up and
you will find it exactly as you first put it away.
He who talks con, talks nonsense.
Confiding a secret to an unworthy person is
like carrying grain in a bag with a hole.
A man with too much ambition cannot sleep
m peace.

The Face of Truth
By Tasha Davis
Try to understand people and who they
are within
Does it even matter if they are fat or thin
Everyone is unique because God made them
that way
Instead of criticizing and judging we could
learn from each other every day
Everyone wants to dish out but no one is
willing to take it in
The little things said are mostly what hurts
within
Everyone wants to be in control but what
people do not realize is that we can do any
thing as a whole
Life is to short to concentrate on petty things
because life is all about learning, loving, and
everything else life has to bring
Next time do not be so quick to judge, comment, or criticize
Always look at yourself first and only then
will you realize

FACULTY FOOTNOTE
Changing Attitudes through Interaction
By Dr. Carl Owens
When Mrs. Duncan-Rivers asked me to write
this article my first impression was to write
something related to technology and its
importance for minority students in todays
society. I've decided to take a different route
because of something which happened recently that has had an impact upon me personally.
This is now my fifteenth year at Tennessee
Tech as a faculty member. I arrived on this
campus in October of 1981 to serve in the
position of Media Specialist for the College
of Education. Over the past years I have
seen many changes occur in both the city of
Cookeville and here at Tennessee Tech. I
grew up in Bessemer, Alabama, which is a
suburb of Birmingham. I lived through the
Civil Rights Movement and was fortunate as
a child to actually see Martin Luther King's
March to Washington pass just in front of
my parents' home. My education and experience represented all that was black during
the early 60's. I attended all black elementary and junior high schools and one year at
an all black high school. By the early 70's,
forced integration placed me in the unfamiliar situation of being only one of 17 black
students in a senior class of about 150
students. It was then that the basis of my
current mind set was beginning to be
formed. Such things as the
acknowledgement of cultural differences
between blacks and whites was beginning to
take shape. When I arrived in Cookeville I
was amazed that there were so few black
people here, but I came to Tech to be the best

best Media Specialist Tech had ever seen. As
a result, I established myself and my reputation as a person who was helpful and competent in media and media methods. I will admit
that I was afraid to travel to many of the surrounding communities because I had heard
that attitudes towards blacks were not positive.
Over the years I have taught classes in several
counties and conducted numerous workshops
on technology in the classroom. As a result I
have gained the respect of my colleagues and
many teachers and administrators in the Upper
Cumberland region. Recently, an article appeared in The Tennessean (November 3,
1996) entitled "The Last Frontier" which tells
the story of Pickett County in a past, present
and future sense. In the article the principal of
Pickett County High School states, "No colored people live here, I'm not prejudiced, but
we like it just the way it is here. We don't
want no trouble." The article goes on to quote
an honor student who states, "I don't think
they (blacks) would fit in here. They've never
been around here so we wouldn't know how to
act. It would intimidate them as well as us,
and they wouldn't have any self-esteem."
Having taught three different classes in Pickett
County over several years, I beg to differ. My
attitude has changed from being afraid to go to
Byrdstown to look forward to visiting my
friends who live there. I am as comfortable
there as any other city I travel to. What is
important in all of this is that the way we
change a person's attitude towards anything or
group or person is through interaction. I was
not surprised when several of my friends who
live in Pickett County called to say that they
felt I would be upset after reading the article.
I was not upset because I know that there are

people in that community who know and
respect me, not just because of my connection to Tennessee Tech, but because they
know me as a fellow human being and a
friend. I have visited Byrdstown with my son
and my mother and we were shown the same
hospitality that I would see if I visited friends
in Atlanta. In some cases even more! I guess
the point of this article is to say simply to
those of you who are afraid of the challenge
whether you be black or white, to survive on
this planet we must begin somewhere. I
began a long time ago by looking in the
mirror and saying to myself, "Carl, you can
make a difference here. You can stay and be
a positive influence in this community." I
think that given the current climate in our
society we will all be much better off when
we decide to look at ourselves and see that
we are not really different at all; we've just
not gotten to know each other and NOW is
the time.

BESTSELLERS
Hardcover Fiction

Paperback Fiction

1. How Stella Got Her Groove Back
by Terry McMillan
(Viking, $23.95)
2. Big Girls Don't Cry
by Connie Briscoe
(HarperCollins, $23.00)
3. And This Too Shall Pass
by E. Lynn Harris
(Doubleday, $23.95)
4. Tumbling
by Diane McKinney Whetstone
(William Morrow, $24.95)
5. Caught Up in the Rapture
by Sheneska Jackson
(Simon & Schuster, $21.00)

1. Only Hers
by Francis Ray
(Arabesque Books, $4.99)
2. Just As I Am
by E. Lynn Harris
(Anchor, $10.95)
3. Significant Others
by Sandra Kitt
(Onyx Books, $5.99)
4. Coffee Will Make You Black
by April Sinclair
(Avon Books, $10 .00)
5. Sisters and Lovers
by Connie Briscoe
(HarperCollins, $5 .95)

Hardcover Nonfiction

Paperback Nonfiction

1. Bad As I Wanna Be

1. Acts of Faith

2.

3.

4.

5.

by Dennis Rodman with Kim Keown
(Delacore Press, $22.95)
Value in the Valley: A Black Woman's
Guide Through Life's Dilemmas
by lyanla Vanzant
(Simon & Schuster, $22.00)
The Spirit of a Man
by Iyanla Vanzant
(Harper San Francisco, $20.00)
Street Soldier
by Joseph Marshall, Jr., with Louie Wheeler
(Delacorte Press, $22.95)
Future of Our Race
by Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and Comel West
(Alfred A. Knopf, $21.00)

by Iyanla Vanzant
(Fireside/Simon & Schuster, $10.00)
2. Faith in the Valley: Lessons for Women
on the Journey to Peace
by lyanla Vanzant
(Fireside/Simon & Schuster, $10.00)
3. Makes Me Wanna Holler: A Young
Black Man in America
by Nathan McCall
(Random House, $12.00)
4. When We Were Colored
by Clifton L. Talbert
(Penguin $8.95)
5. Sister Feelgood
by Donna Marie
(Crown Trade Paperback, $12.00)
Source: Essence Magazine, November

JET TOP FIVE ALBUMS

JET TOP FIVE SINGLES

1. Keith Sweat
Keith Sweat (Elektra)
2. Your Secret Love
Luther Vandross (Epic/LV)
3. Another Level
Blackstreet (Interscope)
4. Home Again
New Edition (MCA)
5. F.B.I.
The Dayton Family (Relativity)

1. This Is For the Lover In You

2.
3.
4.
5.

Babyface (LaF ace)
Nobody
Keith Sweat (Elektra)
Last Night
AZ Yet (LaFace)
No Diggity
Blackstreet Featuring Dr. Dre (Interscope)
Un break My Heart
Toni Braxton (LaFace)
Source: Jet Magazine, November 11, 1996
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